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LIBRARY APPROPRIATIONS 


Many have told librarians how to spend appropriations. Few writers have 
attempted to suggest methods of getting appropriations. There is a large lit- 
erature on the administration of public libraries, dealing with the duties of 
those who run the library, the privileges of those who use it. There is a growing 
literature on the administration of library funds. Ideal budgets for the spend- 
ing of income from a few hundred to several thousands of dollars, have been 
published in library journals and discussed in library meetings. It is known 
approximately how much of this income must be spent for heat, light, and 
service for repairs and equipment, for books and for salaries. But there have 
been practically no contributions on the subject of the income of the library as 
related to that of other municipal departments. Until the library is recognized 
as an integral part of the municipality, and its proper support established as 
definitely as that of the streets, police department, fire protection, schools, etc., 
it will be a struggling institution. 

Trustees and librarians need to study this problem of the definite share of the 
library in the city apportionment of funds; the basis on which this share should 
be made, the fair proportion, the proper allowance for increase as the city 
grows, and the definite means of being included regularly in the city municipal 
budget. The papers in this bulletin are not a final word on the subject, by any 
means, but are a contribution to the subject, offered in the hope that they will 
call forth discussion. . 
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“T am enjoying my work 
General 
Lack of very much here, and the 
Funds 


library is doing good work. 
The only drawback, however, is the 
lack of funds, and I am afraid it can- 
not be remedied, for the city is very 
much in need of good pavements 
which, with other improvements, will 
cost a great deal of money.” 

This is a quotation from a letter ac- 
tually written from a Wisconsin city. 
It is one which might have been writ- 
ten by the librarian of any one of 
thousands of cities in the country. It 
is of course a fact that in practically 
every city the greatest drawback to 
successful library work is lack of 
funds. 


Back of this problem of 
increase of appropriation, 
however, is the principle 
which must not be ignored, that no li- 
brary will succeed which does not serve 
the community. The first impulse of 
the ambitious librarian is to get more 
money so as to be able to do big 
things for the city. The process must 
be reversed. The library must do big 
things for the community in order 
that the community may be ready to 
give more money to the library. 


Funds will 
Follow 
Service 


The pubiic men of the 
Men of community will not be in- 
Affaire terested in the public li- 
brary which has not interested itself 
in the affairs in which they are inter- 
ested. If in working for an increased 


Service to 


appropriation the librarian finds that 
the men of affairs in the community 
take little interest in the library, the 


librarian must ask herself the ques- 
tion whether or not this condition 
does not arise because she has taken 
too little interest both in the public 
affairs and in the men of affairs. It 
is up to the librarian to inquire of her- 
self what she has done during the 
year to help the men to whom she 
now goes for help. What activity 
has she engaged in which appeals to 
and helps the intelligent men of the 
community engaged in professional 
work, in politics, in civic improve- 
ment, in municipal administration and 
finance. If her library has served in 
a literary way only women and chil- 
dren and men who are literary re- 
cluses, she may find that she wiil have 
to depend on women, children and lit- 
erary recluses for her champions. If, 
on the other hand, she has made her 
library an instrument to help the city 
in its improvements and progress, if 
she has made the progressive and con- 
scientious city official feel that one of 
the aims and achievements of the li- 
brary is to aid in civic enterprises, she 
will find that her claims for considera. 
tion in the matter of appropriation 
will have champions who are in a po- 
sition to do her real service. 

The principle is a broad one. Ev- 
ery successful effort to serve the com- 
munity creates champions ready to 
help in getting increased appropria- 
tions. If the school children, for ex- 
ample, are brought to the library and 
there aided in their school woriz, their 
parents will know it. -Success with 
children means success in the eyes of 
the parents, and the chances are that 
among these parents will be found 
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city officials and others in a position 
to be of great assistance. 


Sometimes the service 
rendered to the city and 
the public by the library 
is not direct and self-evident. Possi- 
bly the work that is most direct and 
shows results most quickly is munici- 
pal reference work. If the library 
can demonstrate that those siruggling 
with the practical city problems can 
be helped in the library, the librarian 
will not lack friends. If she caa de- 
liver to the city attorney, worried over 
a proposed franchise, Wilcox on Mu- 
nicipal Franchises with the assurance 
that it is the last word on the sub- 
ject; if the mayor, seeking to settle 
paving problems is given comparative 
data out of the experience of other 
cities; if the aldermen know that in 
the city library they can find valuable 
material on sewerage, street lighting, 
municipal water works, and other sub- 
jects of interest to them; if the city 
officials have such experiences with 
the library, they will need no argu- 
ment to convince them that the library 
must be fairly dealt with in matters 
of appropriation. 


Municipal 
Reference 


Our observation is that 
Inform the we can safely trust the av- 
ee erage city official to do 
what he believes to be his duty. This 
is true notwithstanding accusations of 
improper actions and motives which 
are often made and seldom justified. 
The average city official, be he alder- 
man or mayor, will do what he be- 
lieves to be his duty by the library. 
What the librarian must do is to 
project herself into the official’s posi- 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


115 


tion and get his view point. The fi- 
nances of the city must be managed 
with due consideration of the demands 
in other directions. The matter will 
not present itself to the alderman in 
the form of a question as to whether 
or not the city is doing all for the li- 
brary that it needs. It will present 
itself rather in a relative form, and 
will be, first, the question as to 
whether the city is doing as much for 
the library relatively speaking as it is 
The 
second question will be one as to 
whether it is doing as much for the li- 
brary as is demanded by the prece- 
dent of the city itself in years past; 
and third, whether the city is doing as 
much for the library as are other 
cities simiiarly situated. 

The librarian, if an increased appro- 
priation is to be secured, must assist 
the alderman in answering these ques- 
tions. In doing this she will find that 
tables and diagrams often present the 
matter to the eye more forcibly than 
does the simple narrative of isolated 
facts. Tables and diagrams similar 
to these have been used and are sug- 
gestive of what can be done along 
these lines. 


doing for other civic activities. 


To show that the li- 


Sample eG 
Tables and rary appropriation has 
Diagram not grown with the city 


nor with the appropriation for schools 
the following is suggested: 


Per cent of 
1902 1909 increase 
Population ..... 19,000 26, 000 36.3 
Valuation of 
property ...... $19, 000, 000 $30, 000, 000 57.9 
Appropriation 
for schools ... 36, 400 80,000 119.7 
Appropriation 
for library 
purposes ...... 6.000 7, 500 25. 
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Diagram showing slow growth of appropriations to the library as compared to appropria- 
tions for other departments and giving percentage of increase in each case. 
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To show that the burden of a new 
appropriation will be so distributed as 
not to fall heavily on any one tax 
payer the following is suggested: 


How Your Tax Money Is Used 

On every $1,000 of your property 
in the city of you pay a 
tax of $15. Of this $15, less than 34 
cents goes to the library. This $15 is 
paid out as follows: 





To the state, County, ClC...000cccesecese $3.18-+- 
To city debt, principal and interest... 2.15 
POIMOMODIS sian cebaceccexe nesses esses’ 5.224 
To salaries, city officer ae -63 
To street lighting ....... ° -56 
WO MIES pc cawsencanmreaes ° -50 
To police department .............+. — ° 
MO MEO GEPRPOINORE cnciccnsscsecscdiesesoce 1.12 
To misec., water, cemetery, etc......... 66 
Se ECD BRET scscswassecnsisasstnaceis 338 
ORL. -cckesancewsenpeoasaneusreas eee’ $15.00 


If the appropriation is increased 
$1,000 and you with $1,000 of prop- 
erty are now paying a total of $15 in 





taxes, this will raise your taxes to 
15.04. Is it not worth 4 cents to each 
taxpayer to have better library serv- 
ice? 


It must be remem- 
bered also that the city 
official, if he is a compe- 
tent official, is a competent business 
man. He knows that business is an ex- 
act science. He can hardly be expected 
to give the library $10,000 out of funds 
of which he is a trustee, upon a simple 
general statement of the librarian >r 
the library board that they “need the 
money.” At the same time all other 
departments are likewise insisting that 
their need of money is great. What 
the official wants to know is what the 
library has done with the money 


Strictly 
Business 
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which it has had, for what particular 
purpose more is needed, and exactly 
what will be done with additional 
funds when they are given to it. It 
should be possible also for the librar- 
ian to show the official what work will 
be left undone if the appropriation is 
not granted, in what particular the 
library and the public will suffer. 

It is not only the privilege of the 
city official to inquire into the exact 
purpose of the library, but it is his 
duty. The more efficient a city ad- 
ministration is, the more definite must 
be the information given. 

A suggested budget follows: 

3elow is a statement of the ex- 
penses for the past year. In the sec- 
ond column is given estimates for the 
expenditures during the coming year 
under the new appropriation as asked 
for. It will be noticed that the items 
increased are mostly those items 
which will be increased by the estab- 
lishment of a men’s rcading room and 
a branch library. Without the in- 
creased appropriation, it will be abso- 
lutely impossible to establish a branch 
at ——————— where the community 
greatly needs library service. 


Under new 
Past appropriation 
year as asked for 


ROOKRS sive vcvidansteecdck $2,216.60 $2,200.00 
Periodicals .......0.000. 308.00 330.00 
BNI os cicccccceccscces 533.28 525.00 
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Salaries— 
Library service 


3, 430.01 4,500.00 
1 





Janitor service ...... 806.50 , 100.00 
MBE asuncectetadsetectee ‘“Seannees 300.00 
Heat and light ........ 670.00 780.00 
RUCTANTL (i/vcc cceseuducedes 150.00 200.00 
Permanent improve- 
BNE necacatessencaces 50.00 300.00 
Stationery and sup- 
WMD ivuccaccecsadacawe 160.00 180.00 
Printing, postage, ex- 
press, freight and 
small miscellaneous . 208.00 250.00 
BUGUREMAG® sccccdctbcavcce 35.00 45.00 
Other expense ........ 104.61 200.00 
Balance on hand (con- 
CENMOUON - secunccscnacees 328.00 590.00 
ORE ccicckcvensce $9,000.00 $11,500.00 


What can be done with increased 
appropriation : 

1. Increase book purchase. 

2. Improve service in the library. 

3. Furnish adequate help to teachi- 
ers and high school students in refer- 
ence work. 

4. Extend library service to schoois, 
send more books, give instruction as 
to how to use books, give talks to 
teachers and students, increase co-op- 
eration in all ways. 

5. Provide room and literature for 
working men, etc. 

6. Extend and 
work, 

We repeat that all of the devices 
mentioned are simply suggestions. 
They must of course be worked over 
and adapted in form and content to 
the local situation before being used. 

M. S. DupGEon, 
Sec’y Wisconsin Library Com. 


improve branch 


THE TRUSTEE’S RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE LIBRARY INCOME 


A library in one of the towns in 
Wisconsin struggled along for years 
on an inadequate appropriation. No 
attempt was made by the local board 
to increase the amount, the same in- 
different and quiescent members being 


re-appointed year after year. One 
day there was placed on the board a 
new member who saw the need of 
more funds. This trustee went be- 
fore the council at the time of prepar- 
ation of the annual city budget to ask 
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for an increase of not less than $1,500 
a year. Within five minutes it was 
granted by unanimous vote without 
the use of a word of argument, the 
president of the council remarking 
that he was surprised that the addi- 
tional amount had not been asked for 
years before. 

There are many cities in Wisconsin 
with like conditions, the libraries not 
keeping pace with the city’s progress 
in other directions. Books, for exam- 
ple, are far dearer than they were ten 
years ago, sixty per cent of the new 
books being published at net prices, 
and yet appropriations for books are 
allowed to remain almost stationary. 
A table prepared in almost any city 
showing the relative amount expended 
ten years ago and now for a city’s 
other expenses, as compared with the 
library appropriation, will almost in- 
variably show that the amount for the 
library has not kept pace with the 
other city expenditures. But this is 
not all. A change was made a few 
years ago in the library laws of the 
state, from the old time method of a 
popular vote for a tax whereby the 
inclusion of a certain amount in the 
tax roll as voted was made mandatory 
upon the council, to the present 
method of leaving the amount éach 
year to the whim or caprice of a more 
or less gracious council. This has 
made imperative and necessary as one 
of the duties of the library board, that 
the financial claims of the library 
should be presented each recurring 
year. 

That this duty is sometimes neg- 
lected is shown by the following truth- 
ful incident: In a village where the 
library appropriation should have been 
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at least $750 to carry on the work 
properly, it was found that the village 
board had appropriated the beggariy 
sum of $50 for the running expenses. 
Upon inquiry it was found that when 
the annual city budget was compiled, 
no member of the library board, the 
supposedly official champions of the 
library, had appeared to present the 
claims of that institution, and the vil- 
large board, not knowing anything as 
to the definite amount required, and 
further resenting the indifferent atti- 
tude displayed, rebuked the board by 
the insertion of the insignificant sti- 
pend in the city budget. 

It is such an occurrence as this that 
has led to the inclusion in the rules of 
library boards the stipulation that the 
finance committee must attend the 
meeting of the council at which the 
yearly budget is to be compiled, and 
must see that the amount is actually 
included. In this connection iibrary 
boards would do well to learn from 
the experience of one city in the state, 
where the annual appropriation of $5,- 
000 to meet a Carnegie gift has been 
gradually raised to the goodly sum of 
$10,000 a year. This has been largely 
due to the efforts of a superior librar- 
ian, who made it her business from 
time to time to inform every member 
of the library board and every mem- 
ber of the common council, in addi- 
tion to the mayor and the city clerk 
and many other people of influence, 
as to the growing need of the library 
and its rightful share in the city’s or- 
ganization and financial development. 
Through her work in this connection, 
the city fathers came to respect the 
library and its administration as never 
before, as was witnessed by the un- 








—_—_ —_ -« 45 = = 05 


on. 





October, 1910] 


usually intelligert address on library 
affairs made by the mayor of the city 
in welcoming a library convention. 
Every librarian in the state should 
adopt the same policy. It shouid not 
be incumbent upon the librarian to ap- 
pear before the council to secure the 
appropriation, though she should at- 
tend to giving any necessary informa- 
tion; but she should prepare the way 
to a successful outcome of the library 
situation by wise and tactful prelimi- 
nary work. 

In asking for an appropriation, it is 
unwise to have a large balance from 
the preceding year, as it sometimes 
leads to a lesser amount being given. 
A surplus, which might have been 
spent to good advantage, is usualiy 
caused by failure definitely to appor- 
tion the amount received to the sev- 
eral funds which make up the expenses 
of the library, such as for salaries, 
The amount for 
books, for example, should be defi- 
nitely determined upon and then ex- 
pended at frequent and regular inter- 
vals by the librarian, so that recent 
books may be secured while their ti- 
tles are fresh in the public mind. An- 
other method of avoiding a surpius 
is to see whether or no the library’s 
hours of opening cannot be extended 
—always a desirable desideratum—ex- 
pending the additional amount for the 
increased expense of heat, light, and 
hours of service. The last named 
item brings up the question of salaries 
paid to librarians by smaller libraries, 
and some of the larger ones, too. Li- 
brarians’ salaries and those of jani- 
tors and scrub-women should be 
raised from time to time to meet the 
ever-rising cost of living. In many 


books, binding, etc. 
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cases in the state, librarians are re- 
ceiving exactly the same wages paid 
“She lives at home,” 
is the self-justifying reason given by 
many library boards when the ques- 
tion of salary is introduced, the as- 
sumption being that one does not need 
food nor drink nor raiment when “liv- 
It would be interest- 
ing to know in this connection as to 
how many librarians in the state are 
made pensioners perforce upon aged 
parents or sisters or brothers, through 
library boards that will not bestir 
themselves to get adequate appropri- 
ation for their respective institutions. 

Conditions have ever been favorable 
for the librarian to be one of those 
fortunate individuals who can labor 
for the honor of being a worker and 
not for the accumulation of wealth. 
We have been told confidentiaily by 
many librarians of Wisconsin that 
even the use of the Old Reliable Do- 
mestic Lisle Thread Savings Bank 
has been made wholly superfluous 
since entering upon the library profes- 


ten years ago. 


ing at home.” 


sion. 

The facts to be presented concern- 
ing salaries at the next meeting of the 
Wisconsin librarians by a committee 
of Wisconsin librarians appointed 
through its own initiative, will reveal 
the fact that librarians, outside of the 
larger cities, are compelled to take a 
vow of poverty on entering upon their 
life work. 

All of these facts, it is hoped, will 
lead to a serious investigation on the 
part of library boards on the whole 
subject of library finances to the bet- 
terment of existing library conditions 
in Wisconsin. If an increased appro- 
priation is to be secured this fall for 
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next year’s work, now is the time to 
agitate the maiter, as the city’s budget 
is usually made up at the October 
or November meeting of the council. 
The law relating to the organization 
of library boards recognizes the desir- 
ability of having a member of the 
council on the library board, the in- 
tent of the law being to keep the gov- 
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erning body of the city in close touch 
with library affairs and needs. This 
council member should be of use in 
helping to present the library's finan- 
cial necessities to his fellow solons at 
this time. 
Lutie E. STEARNS, 
Wisconsin Library Commission. 


THE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LIBRARIAN 


The appropriation is the foundation 
upon which library administration 
is built. With a few exceptions Wis- 
consin libraries are administered by 
women. Since the beginning of time 
women have been considered weak- 
lings in the world of finance. As a 
result of this consideration plus some 
minor influences which we cannot at 
this time take into account, Wiscon- 
sin libraries have little or nothing to 
do with securing sufficient funds with 
which to carry on the work in which 
they are so deeply interested. 

To appreciate how illogical this is, 
one has only to stop and consider the 
question from a practical point of 
view. The librarian is usually the 
one specialist in library administration 
the average town or city affords. She 
is the one person in possession of all 
the facts concerning the needs of the 
institution which she is serving. She 
is the only one who gets the point of 
view of the trustees, the staff and the 
general public. She it is who watches 
the work of other libraries and by 
comparison endeavors to keep her 


own at the fore-front of progress. 
Since this is true, and the most casual 
observer will admit that it is, it is an 
intrinsic part of her business to as- 
sume a share of the financial burden. 

But until she has demonstrated her 
ability to meet financial problems on 
the same basis as a man, bringing to 
their soiution the same grasp and un- 
derstanding of the facts and princi- 
ples involved, and until she has edu- 
cated her board and her community 
to respect her opinion and advice in 
these things, she will have no part in 
making up the annual budget or no 
influence in securing an adequate ap- 
propriation. It is with this question 
of education we are now to deal. 

The first principle to instill into the 
minds of trustees, assistants, city of- 
ficials and the community at large is 
that the library is an integral part of 
the municipal organization and as 
such it must be piaced on exactly the 
same basis as other departments of 
the city government. The librarian is 


a city official holding an appointive 
office and is responsible, not to the 
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small body of men and women who 
compose the library board, but to all 
the people whom she serves. 

In endeavoring to educate her com- 
munity to exact of her, her just trib- 
ute of financial responsibility, the 
trustees of the library must receive 
her first consideration. Upon their 
estimate of her as a business woman 
will depend much of her success as 
a librarian. To gain their respect she 
must give her library a business ad- 
ministration. She must understand 
fully all of the financial operations of 
the library. Recommendations as to ex- 
penditures must be carefully weighed 
before they are presented to the trus- 
tees. Exact estimates as to cost 
should be quoted when possible. The 
sin of extravagance is one which no 
librarian can afford to commit. 

All library records must be kept 
absolutely up-to-date. A iibrarian 
who can supply information concern- 
ing the work of the library at a mo- 
ment’s notice, will always command 
the respect of her board. Her gen- 
eral attitude toward the library prob- 
lems with which she must deal, to- 
ward her staff and toward the patrons 
of the library, must be the attitude 
of the business world. 

If she follows consistentiy this line 
of conduct for a sufficient length of 
time, the chances are that she will be 
asked for expert advice when the bud- 
get is under consideration. 

Another determining factor in her 
educational crusade, is her attitude 
toward the other members of the city 
administration. As a city official she 
must acquaint herself with the work 
of the other departments. She should 
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make it her business to know the 
heads of departments, learn their bus- 
iness methods and adopt as many of 
the latter as may prove useful in her 
own work. Let her make the mayor 
and as many as possible of the mem- 
bers of the common council her per- 
sonal friends. If the mayor has a 
speech to prepare and comes to her 
for heip, let her see that he has the 
most comfortable corner of the library 
in which to work. Then let her find 
what he wants if it takes hours of her 
precious time to do it. For bread 
cast thus upon the waters will prob- 
ably come back to her covered with 
golden butter. 

This brings me to my third con- 
After the librarian has 
gained a place in the counsels of the 
most high, she still has the humble 
For unless 


sideration. 


tax-payer to subjugate. 
he be willing to bear his share of the 
adequate appropriation, all her hopes 
are as nothing. To him she must 
demonstrate that the library is a pay- 
ing investment. To do this she must 
make it useful to all kinds of people. 
The man who comes to her for help, 
inspiration or amusement must not 
leave her desk unsatisfied. She may 
not have what he thought he wanted, 
but she must give him something 
which he knows is better! 

Thus by constant, patient effort will 
the librarian come into her own. By 
endeavoring to educate her trustees, 
her fellow city officials and her com- 
munity to expect great things of her, 
will she educate herself into perform- 
ing great things. 

Erne, F. McCotioueu, 
Wisconsin Library Commission. 
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HOW OUR CITY SECURED AN INCREASED APPROPRIATION 


The story of how the trustees got 
$2500 additional for the city library 
is a very simple one but interesting 
to the libraries of this state, as it 
shows what you can do if you only 
go about it right. 

The board had a meeting one n‘ght 
and all of us determined that the li- 
brary could not stand still; we had to 
either go forward or backward. We 
began a quiet investigation and found 
that the library had practically not 
gone ahead in its finances for over ten 
years although we had a new Car- 
negie building. We compared the 
progress of the library with other in- 
stitutions in the city and also with the 
valuation of city property and found 
that the library was far behind what 
it should be in this matter. A chart 
was prepared which showed the con- 
dition of the library in a statistical 
(This chart is given else- 
where in this number of the bulletin.) 

Meanwhile we all determined that 
something should be done to show the 
city that we were awake. Some of us 
started a program of getting the dif- 
ferent organizations in the city inter- 
ested in the library. Two of us spoke 
before the woman’s club and an or- 
ganization was made for the collection 
of old paper and also for a book day 
at the library. The resuit was sur- 
prising to us for the ladies took hold 
of the matter and we soon found our- 
selves in possession of several hun- 


manner. 


dred dollars more for the library 
funds. We also got in a great many 
good books and found that every ef- 
fort we made was appreciated by the 
people. 

A member who had formerly been 
mayor, prepared our statement for 
the budget for the coming year. So 
convincing was the statement pre- 
sented that the council included an in- 
crease of $2,500 a year for our li- 
brary. 

The whole matter did not entail 
work upon us to any great extent but 
the very fact that we showed we were 
alive and that we were determined to 
do something to increase the library 
efficiency no doubt was the determin- 
ing factor. If we had not made the 
bold move that we did, we would not 
have accomplished what we did. 

This is a lesson for all the librar- 
ians in the state. It is not a question 
merely of building a library and then 
letting it run itself but we have gone 
through a great period in the state of 
library building and we want now to 
push on the efficiency of the library. 
Every board of trustees in this state, 
if they will try, will get more funds 
to extend the good work already done 
in this state. Let us hope that the 
members will try harder. Amazing 


results will sometimes come with very 
siight efforts indeed. 
CuHarLes McCarrtuy, 
Legislative Reference Library. 
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THE NEW YORK CITY BUDGET—A SUGGESTION TO LIBRA- 
RIANS 


There is now being held in the city 
of New York, in one of its large 
buildings, what has been called a city 
budget exhibit which has aroused the 
interest of hundreds of thousands of 
New York’s taxpayers. A budget ex- 
hibit was held one year ago in New 
York under the auspices of the Bu- 
reau of Municipal Research. This 
aroused so much interest on the part 
of the taxpayers, a city appropriation 
of $25,000 was secured this year, the 
exhibit being held directly under the 
city’s auspices. Every department of 
the city’s activities is represented and 
every day at noon there is a meeting 
at which the branches of the city 
works are taken up by the various 
heads. The fire, police and street 
cleaners’ departments made an inter- 
esting exhibit with the aid of a mov- 
ing picture apparatus. The tenement 
house department, the bureau of pub- 
lic health, the board of water supplies, 
the department of correction, civil 
service, the department of parks, the 
department of charities, and the de- 
partment of weights and measures 
made interesting displays to show how 
the appropriations given by the city 
taxpayers were expended. The 
amount of coal, for example, that the 
ordinary taxpayer could buy as com- 
pared with the amount the city pur- 
chased for the same money was a 
graphic proof of the efficiency of the 
city purchasing agent.’ The public 
library exhibit made in connection 
with the rest as a part of the city life 
was most interesting. There were 
sample selections of books taken from 


the shelves of the local library on civic 
problems. There were also books of 
interest to the tired worker, together 
with other voiumes dealing with gen- 
eral information. The oft-repeated 
assertion that libraries are composed 
almost wholly of works of fiction was 
refuted by a table of statistics which 
showed that there were 1,023,854 
books for the serious reader as com- 
pared with 380,000 novels. A sample 
traveling library was exhibited, 981 
of which are sent to the public schools, 
police stations, fire-engine houses, etc. 
The answer to the objection as to Car- 
negie buildings was given by a graphic 
table which showed that if Carnegie 
had withheld his donations the cost of 
the necessary library buildings would 
have been three million dollars a year 
additional burden upon the taxpayers. 
Some fine photographs were shown 
of the library buildings in New York, 
together with the work done for the 
children, the blind and other classes. 
Great interest was taken in the library 
exhibit by the taxpayers who came 
into the building at the rate of sev- 
enty-five a minute from 10 o’ciock in 
the morning until 9 o’clock at night. 
The plan of the New York budget 
exhibit could well be followed by li- 
brarians of Wisconsin, thus showing 
the amount given to the library as 
compared with the sums given other 
departments of the city’s activities. 
In New York City, for example, the 
whole budget calls for an expenditure 
for the coming year of $163,000,000, 
of which the libraries are to have 
about $1,700,000, a small proportion 
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of the entire expenditure of the city 
when the extent of the library work 
done is considered. The time to pre- 
pare the statistical tables for the li- 
brary showing would be during the 
present month—before the appeal to 
the council is made. Every mem- 
ber of the common council .and 
the Mayor and City Clerk should be 
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invited to the library to see the table 
of comparison. Judging by the inter- 
est taken by all classes in the exhibit 
in New York, we are confident that 
such a pian would do good in arousing 
interest in the library as a part of the 
city’s activities. 
LuTiE E. STEARNS, 
Wisconsin Library Commission. 


THE TOWER HILL LIBRARY BUILDING 


The most unique and interesting 
library dedication ever held in the 
state, was held at Tower Hill, Wis- 
consin, August 13, 1910. Tower Hill 
is a summer camp on the banks of the 
Wisconsin river near Spring Green. 
It consists of a number of summer 
cottages and an auditorium. For 
some years past Jenkin Lloyd-Jones 
has conducted a summer school in 
connection with the camp. For five 
years past, a Woman's Congress has 
been held at Tower Hill, which has 
been attended by the leading women 
of the state. Last year these women 
presented Tower Hill with 50 vol- 
umes, which suggested the idea of a 
library building. The funds for the 
erection of the building were given by 
Miss Bertha M. Howe, the owner of 
one of the cottages. Miss Howe has 
named the building the Anne Mitchell 
Library, in memory of a former sum- 
mer resident of Tower Hill. A num- 


ber of volumes were given by Miss 
Kirkland of Chicago, the library at 
the present time comprising about 350 
volumes. 

The building is a littie structure, 
twenty by sixteen feet in size, with a 


porch eight feet wide around three 
sides. A little addition at one side 
of the building houses the local post 
office. The building has a concrete 
foundation, a finish of beaver board 
with rubberoid roofing. The building 
has large windows and an attractive 
fireplace, It was erected at a cost of 
$700, and could be made weather 
proof as a model for other communi- 
ties at a cost of about $1,000. The 
library is free to the people of the sur- 
rounding community and wiil be kept 
open on Saturday afternoon during 
the coming fall, winter and spring 
months, under the charge of Misses 
Jennie and Fanny Clancy. 

The dedicatory exercises consisted 
of an introductory talk by Jenkin 
Lloyd-Jones on the value of books in 
general. Miss Bertha M. Howe then 
gave a talk on the building and on 
the life of Miss Anne Mitchell, after 
whom the building was named. Miss 
Lutie E. Stearns of the state library 
commission, presented a number of 
interesting volumes on behalf of the 
Woman’s Congress. Mr. M. S. 
Dudgeon, the Secretary of the Wis- 
consin Free Library Commission, then 
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gave a brief talk congratulating the 
little community at Tower Hill upon 
the erection of the building. Miss 
Zona Gale, author of Friendship Vil- 
lage and other works, read an appro- 
priate story entitled The New Village. 
A procession was then formed of over 
one hundred people that marched to 
the new buiiding singing an appropri- 
ate hymn on the way. When the 
building was reached, there was a 
responsive reading, ending with the 
words: “We would sanctify this 
building to the holy solitudes of the 
soul, where by holy listening we may 
hear the right word. We _ would 
dedicate this place to the communion 
of spirit, for the spirit teacheth all 
things, even the deep things of God. 
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Lastly we dedicate this building to 
neighborly needs, to the enjoyment of 
chiidren, the courage and fortitude of 
the toiler, the peace and trust of the 
aged. May it become a non-sectarian, 
non-partisan shrine where passing 
souls may rest on the way and be their 
best.” The building was then un- 
locked and the people entered to ex- 
amine it. It had been beautifully 
decorated with wild flowers and pre- 
sented a most inviting appearance. 
The library is well supplied with books 
on nature, the best of the classics, the 
leading poets and the best fiction. A 
most artistic book-plate has been do- 
nated, which has been pasted in each 
of the voiumes. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The fifth year of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary School opened September 28, 
with an enrollment of twenty-four in 
the class of 1911. 

Following a custom that had been 
established by former classes, a letter 
of greeting was received by the ciass 
of 1911 on the opening day of school, 
from the secretary of the class of 
1910, Miss Hannah M. Lawrénce. 
Following the same custom, the school 
room and lecture room were decorated 
with flowers sent by the president of 
1910, Mrs. M. C. Budlong. These 
are traditions that are warmly appre- 
ciated by the new students. The reg- 
istration of the class of 1911 is as fol- 
lows: 

Bertha Ruth Bergold, Springfield, Ill., six 
_ assistant Lincoln Library, Springfield, 
Gertrude Cobb, Janesville, Wis. 


Bessie Hoard Dexter, -.Jadison, 
in the University of Wisconsin. 

Mary Edith Dow, Midland, Mich., Chautauqua 
summer school for library training, 1901; 
eight years librarian Midland Free Reading 
Room. 

Florence Elizabeth Dunton, Belfast, Maine, 
B. A. Mt. Holyoke College; ten months as- 
sistant Belfast Public Library. 
Vcra Eastland, Richland Center, 
years University of Wisconsin; Summer 
school of the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion, 1904; five years librarian Richland Cen- 
tel Public Library. 

Pauline Josephine Fihe, Richmond, Ind., two 
years Earlham College; two years assistant, 
Earlham College Library. 

Doris Greene, Ordway, Colorado. 

Margaret Greene, Minot, N. be . A. Um. 
versity of Wisconsin; six months apprentice 
Minot Publie Library. 

Josephine Mary Haley, Helena, Mont., six 
years assistant Helena Public Library. 

Dorothy Kautz, Madison, Wis., one year Vas- 
sar College; three months apprentice Deca- 
tur, Ill, Public Library; six months assist- 
ant Legislative Reference Library, Madison. 

Anna Agnes Kosek, Racine, Wis., four years 
librarian Racine High School Library. 

Sarah Virginia Lewis, Dubuque, Iowa, Short 
Course of the Wisconsin Library School, 
1909; six months assistant Dubuque Public 
Library. 

Della McGregor, St. Paul Minn., 
the University of Wisconsin. 

Mary Anne Martin, Madison, Wis., senior in 
the University of Wisconsin. 

Lucy Louisa Morgan, Durand, Wis., senior in 
the University of Wisconsin; one year as- 
sistant Durand Publie Library. 


Wis., senior 


Wis., two 


senior in 
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Harriet Gilrye Muir, Lineoln, Neb., two years 
University of Nebraska; one year librarian 
Nebraska University Agricultural College; 
three years assistant and four years refer- 
ence librarian Lincoln Public Library; one 

assistant Nebraska Library Commis- 





Wis., one year Car- 
librarian Wausau 


Wausau, 
two years 


Beulah Mumm, 
roll College; 
High School Library. 

Anne Pleasants, Menasha, Wis., 
University of Wisconsin; nine 
sistant Menasha Publie Library. 

Martha Elizabeth Pond, Antigo, Wis., one 
year Lawrence College; one and one-half 
years assistant Antigo Public Library. 

Ella Mabel Smith, Oconto, Wis., senior in 
the University of Wisconsin; six 
apprentice Oconto Public Library. 

Zela Smith, Superior, Wis., one and one-half 
years Lawrence College. 

Lois Amelia Spencer, Falls City, 
year University of Nebraska; 
Summer School for Library Training, 1907; 
three years and a half librarian Lydia 
Bruun Woods Memorial Library, Falls City, 
Neb. ; 

Althea H. Warren, Chicago, Ill, Ph. B. Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 


one year 
months as- 


months 


Neb., one 
Minnesota 


A summary of the registration 
shows twelve from Wisconsin, two 
each from Illinois and Nebraska, and 
one each from Maine, Michigan, In- 
diana, Iowa, Minnesota, North Da- 
kota, Montana, and Colorado. Four- 
teen members of the ciass come with 
actual library experience from paid 
positions, one has had six months ap- 
prentice experience, and five have had 
the month of experience required for 
entrance to the school. Three of the 
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class are college graduates, nine have 
had from one to three years of college 
training, and five are seniors in the 
University of Wisconsin. These are 
taking the joint Library School and 
University course that was arrange 
two years ago between the Library 
school and the University. Competi- 
tive entrance examinations are re- 
quired of all students entering the 
school, either for its regular course of 
one year, or the joint course with the 
University, which covers the junior 
and senior years. 

Five University juniors are regis- 
tered in the Library School to grad- 
uate in 1912. They are 


Liilian Elizabeth Cook, Park Falls, 
Wis. 

Alice M. Farquhar, Chicago, III. 

Dorothy Flower, Madison, Wis. 

Marian Edith Potts, Appleton, Wis. 

Gertrude Richardson, St. Paul, 
Minn, 

The total number of students in the 
school for the year numbers twenty- 
nine. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL NOTES 


Miss Ethel F. McCollough, New 
York Library School 1904, has re- 
signed her position as librarian of the 
Public Library at Superior, Wis., and 
has joined the staff of the Library 
School. She will teach the Book se- 


lection and related courses, and Li- 
brary Administration in the school, 
and assist in the field work of the 
Commission. 

Miss Helen Turvill, Wisconsin Li- 
brary School 1908, who has been on 


the staff of the Library School since 
her graduation, with the added experi- 
ence also of field work for the Com- 
mission, has been appointed instructor 
in cataloguing and related courses. 
Miss Jeannette M. Drake, resigned 
her position in the Library School on 
her return from Europe in Septem- 
ber, to become librarian of the Public 
Library in Sioux City, Iowa. She 
will be greatly missed as an instructor 
in the school, and among the libraries 
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of the state, for a large share of her 
time was spent in field work and she 
was a vital force in all of her work. 

Since the report in July, members 
of the class of 1910 have received po- 
sitions as follows: 






Claire R. Bonnell, assistant, Public Library, 
Portland, Oregon. : 
Lilly E. Borresen, librarian, Public Library, 
Two Harbors, Minn. 

Myrtle M. Cole, assistant, Public Library, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Lotta LL. Fleek, librarian, Public Library, 
Pendleton, Oregon. 

Grace M. Rogers, librarian, Public Library, 
Maywood, IIl. 

Miss Louise Randall and Miss Mae Stearns 
who accepted temporary positions in the 
eataloging departments of the St. Joseph 


(Mo.) Publie and the Newberry Library of 
Chicago, have received permanent appoint- 
ments in their respective positions. 

Miss Amy Bosson and Miss Marjorie Strong 
have been appointed to the Legislative Ref- 
erence department of the Commission. 

There have been various changes among the 
graduates during the summer. Several have 


accepted more advanced positions, and 
others have married. 

Emilida Baensch, 1908, librarian, Public Ly- 
brary, Antigo, Wis., was married in June 
to Mr. Robert P. Brown of Antigo. 

Lena VY. Brownell, 1909, assistant in the Su- 
perior (Wis.) Public Library, was on July 
ist promoted to the position of cataloguer 


in that library. 
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Winnie Bucklin, 1910, who organized the Pub- 
lic Library of Devils Lake, N. D., has been 
appointed acting librarian at Minot, N. D 

Lola M. B. Green, 1907, resigned as assistant 
in the office of the A. L. A. Booklist, to 
aecept a position with the Indexers, New 
York City. 

Stella E. Hanson, 1909, resigned as librarian 
at Two Harbors, Minn., to aecept a_posi- 
tion in the library at Mankato, Minn. 

Helen Harwood, 1908, librarian at Minot, 
N. D., was married in September to Ma, 
Sherman Yates of Tipton, Iowa. 

Esther Johnston, 1908, resigned as librarian 
at Marshfield, Wis., to accept the librarian- 
ship of the Public Library at Lake Forest, 


Eugenia J. Marshall, 1909, accepted a call to 
one of the branch libraries in St. Louis, 
resigning her position in the Normal School 
library at Carbondale, III. 

Margaret B. Reynolds, 1907, 
pointed an assistant in the 
torical Library. 

Julia tobinson, 1909, for a year acting 
secretary of the North Dakota Library Com- 
mission, has been appointed acting secre 
tary of the Kentucky Library Commission, 
and will carry forward the organization of 
the new commission and its work in the 
State, 

Myrtle Settee, 1907, 
at Yankton, S. D. 

Anna Duprey Smith, 1907, has accepted a po- 
sition as assistant in the Sioux City, la., 
Publie Library. 

Mary E. Watkins, 1909, iwrarian of the Wau- 
sau (Wis.), Publie Library, resigned in the 
summer, having been appointed to a _ posi- 
tion in the Legislative Reference Library. 


has been ap- 
Wisconsin His- 


> 





has accepted a _ position 





NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 
ADVENTURES IN CONTENTMENT 


BY HANNAH M. LAWRENCE, BUFFALO PUBLIC LIBRARY 





Andrews, M. R. S. Kidnapped colony. 
A clever American impersonates the gov- 
ernor of an English colony. 


Allen, J. L. Kentucky cardinal. 


Extremely delicate study of personality 
and motive. 
Arnim, M. A. (B.) Grafin von. Elizabeth 


and her German garden. 


A whimsical, humorous, cultured and 
very womanly woman .. . in her old 
world retreat. 

Fraulein Schmidt and Mr. An- 





struther. 
Tells the tale of her pathetic secluded 
life in a series of letters. 


Banks, N. H. Little hills. 
Having a charm more 
than of incident. 


Banks, N. H. Oldfield. 
Oldfield is the Kentucky 
fore the war. 


of atmosphere 


“Cranford” be- 


Bryant, Marguerite. Christopher Hib- 
bault: roadmaker. 

The characters are interesting peopl, 

too, not just like others, especially the 

others that are to be found between the 

covers of books of fiction. 


Daviess, M. T. Miss Selina Lue and the 
soap-box babies. 

Miss Selina Lue is a warm-hearted soul 
whose self-imposed function it is to warn 
and comfort and command ae shiftless, 
southern suburb. 


De La Pasture, E. (B.) Lonely Lady of 
Grosvenor Square. 

The very genuine charm of this quiet 

and refreshing story of present-day Lon- 

don is its simple, unassuming naturalness. 


Fox, John. Trail of the lonesome pine. 
It is a melodrama of so high a grade, so 
joyous an enthusiasm, and so compelling 
an interest as to give its readers an hour 
of uncritical pleasure. 
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Grayson, David. Adventures in content- 
ment. 
Pleasant leisurely style, with a cheerful. 
humorous, philosophic spirit. 
Harker, L. A. Concerning Paul and 
Fiammetta. 
A charming picture of English home life 
with a group of lively, natural, well-brea 
children in the foreground, 


— His first leave. 

The people are distinct individuals. Each 
one stands out clearly—faulty, attractive, 
merry, and true, just such a circle of as 
sociates as we would choose for ourselves. 


— Miss Esperance and Mr. Wycherly. 

Will find appreciative readers among 

lovers of child-life or of quiet stories like 
Cranford. 


Harland, Henry. Cardinal’s snuff-box. 
Charm lies in its artistic quality and in 
the brightness of the repartee. 


— The lady paramount. 
Love comedy alternating between Eng- 
land and Italy. Modern in setting but ro 
mantie in spirit. 


—— My ffriend Prospero. 
Romance of an Austrian princess and an 
English nobleman and a_e naive child. 

Scene an old Italian villa. 


Henderson, C. H. John Percyfield. 
A love story in a settirg of discursive 
talk and reflection in a vein suggestive of 
the ‘‘Autocrat of the breakfast table.” 


Hopkins, W. J. The clammer. 
Much might be said in praise of its quiet 
old-fashioned style —leisurely, meditative 
and well-bred. 


Lee, Jeanette. Uncle William. 
A big-hearted, slow-moving Nova Scotia 
fisherman radiating helpfulness and cheer. 


Lucas, E. V. Listeners’ lure. 

You can turn back again and open where 
you will, sure of finding something amus- 
ing or interesting, some clever touch of 
character, or some shrewd piece of wisdom. 


— Over Bemerton’s. 
Written with that sure 
which can always reveal some 
est in ordinary things. 


Macnaughton, S. Lame dog’s diary. 
One must read the companionable, pleas- 
ant book, warm at ise heart with neigh- 


delicate touch 
new inter- 


bor feeling and radiant with gentle humor. 
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Mitchell, John. Pines of Lory. 
Experiences of a man and woman 
away on a barren coast. 


cast 


Montgomery, L. M. Anne of Green 
Gables. 

Anne is a sort of a Canadian “Rebecca 
of Sunnybrook farm’ in her imaginative- 
ness, love of high-flown language, and pro- 
peusity to get into scrapes, 


Munro, Neil. Bud. 
Though the little American play actress 
is the central figure . . . its abiding 
charm resides in the portraiture of the 
people of the placid, old, half-rustic world. 

Porter, Gene Stratton. Girl of the Lim- 
berlost. 

Bracing, wholesome, 


inspirational story 


with high ideals and pleasing outdoor at- 
mosphere. 

Sherwood, Margaret. Daphne. 
American girl’s adventures among the 


older gods of Rome. 


Smith, F. H. Peter. 

Its great charm lies in the author’s mat 
velous descriptions and his genius for 
picking the good instead of the evil out 
of life . a high, fine friendly good- 
ness that belongs to earth and mortality 
here and now. 


Viele, H. K. Myra of the pines. 
Charm springs from the freshness and 
liveliness of its characters and situations. 


Walifer, M. E. Woodcarver of ’Lympus. 
The pluck of the crippled young wood- 
earver, his philosophy of life, and _ the 
friendly mention of familiar persons and 
places make this a book to which one may 
return many times. 


MAGAZINES 


“We have hundreds of back numbers of 
magazines we will be very glad to send to 
any library that will pay freight on them, 
and any small library that does not have 
Readers guide or Cumulative Book index 
can have ours (yearly cumulative number 
excepted) if they will be of any use to any 
of them. Address, 

Cora I. Lansine, Librarian, 
Neenah, Wis. 
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"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Baraboo. Father Durwood has given 
the library two beautiful pictures of Salis- 
bury and Canterbury cathedrals. 


Boscobel. The ladies of the Woman’s 
Club have arranged for a course of lec- 
tures during the coming winter for the 
benefit of the library. 


Burlington. The city council has appro- 
priated $500 toward the support of the 
library. 


Edgerton. Miss Loora Mabbett has re- 
signed as librarian, and the board has ap- 
pointed Mrs. Geo, Farman. 


Kimberly. As a result of the popularity 
of one of the state traveling libraries, the 
village board has elected a library board for 
the purpose of establishing a public library. 


Lancaster. Mr. George W. Ryland has 
left his home and the plat about it, com- 
prising a full block, to the city for a public 
library. He has also left $5,000 with the 
provision that $20,000 more is to be raised 
by the city for the erection of a suitable 
building. 

Madison. Dr. A. C. Tilton, who has 
had charge of the document department 
of the Historical library, has resigned to 
accept a similar position in the Hartford, 
Conn., Public Library. 


Marinette. Mr. Louis Patrick has pre- 
sented the library with an historical picture 
of Indians gathering wild rice. The pic- 
ture is particularly appropriate as the early 
explorers used wild rice as a food, it grow- 
ing in the neighborhood of Marinette. 

Milwaukee. Through the efforts of Al- 
derman Victor Berger, the socialist mem- 
ber of the board of trustees of the local 
library. the wages of the scrub women have 
been raised from $35 to $40 a month. 
Bindery girls who have been working for 
$5 a week were raised to $6 and two of 
them to $9 a week. The salary of the li- 
brarian in charge of the new south side 
branch was raised from $75 to $125 a 
month. This action came entirely without 
demand from the employees. 

The regular September meeting of the 
Milwaukee Library Club was held at the 
Milwaukee Law Library on September the 
twelfth. 

The following interesting program was 
given: 

The history of the A. L. A. by Mr. Chal- 
mers Hadley, secretary of the A. L. A. 

The value of attending the A. L. A. by 
Mr. S. A. McKillop, South Side Branch, 
Milwaukee Public Library. 

My first A. L. A. by Miss Smith, Milwau- 
kee Public Library. 


Not a small part of the pleasure of the 
evening was due to Miss L. E. Stearns, 
Free Library Commission, and Mr. W. W. 
Wight, librarian of the Milwaukee Law Li- 
brary. The former spoke informally on 
“Some phases of the A. L. A.” while the 
latter gave us a brief history of the Mil- 
waukee Law Library. 

‘The October meeting was held in the cat- 
aloguing rooms of the Milwaukee Public. 
Library. Mr. M. S. Dudgeon, secretary of 
the State Commission, told of the work of 
the Commission. Mr. H. E. Legler of the 
Chicago public library and Miss L. E. 
Stearns of the commission spoke of dif- 
ferent phases of the work. Dr. Geo. W. 
Peckham and Mr. S. A. McKillop also 
took part in the discussion. 

The Club starts out the second year of 
its existence with an active membership of 
50 librarians and every-indication of a very 
successful year. 

After a life spent in educational work, 
George W. Peckham, eminent as a scholar 
and scientist, as well as librarian, has re- 
signed his position as librarian of the pub- 
lic library. 

The library board, by unanimous vote, 
has selected Prof. Charles E. McLenegan, 
principal of the West Division high school, 
as his successor. The new librarian is a 
man of broad education and of progressive 
and scholarly thought. He is a man of 
energy, enterprise and executive ability. 
His experience in the educational field, as 
well as‘ early training in library work, emi- 
nently fits him for a successful career in 
his new position. 


New Richmond. Andtew Carnegie has 
given the local library $10,000 for a build- 
ing. 

Oshkosh. Miss Catherine Cleveland, 
daughter of the late Judge C. D. Cleveland, 
for many years president of the local li- 
brary board, has presented the public li- 
brary with a portion of her father’s library, 
consisting of 50 excellent volumes. 

Miss Miriam Noyes has resigned as li- 
brarian of the Public Library, and Miss 
Julia Rupp of New York has been ap- 
pointed to take her place. 

Platteville. Mrs. Cora Roundtree Hatha- 
way, a former resident of the city, who has 
taken a great interest in the local library 
through many gifts of books, has offered to 
pay half for a cork floor covering, and has 
also offered to put in all the electric read- 
ing lamps needed and to make other needed 
improvements. 

Reedsburg. The council, at its meeting 
October 5, accepted the offer of Mrs. Bene 
Ward Morse of a site for a public library 
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building, and adopted a resolution making 
application to Andrew Carnegie for a gift 
of $10,000 for the construction of a public 
library building. 

Richland Center. The local federation of 
women’s clubs has given the library $60 to 
be used for reference books. 

The Catholic Order of Foresters has 
given the library a fine set of the Catholic 
Encyclopedia. 

A new Remington typewriter was the 
joint gift of Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Burnham. 

The library has also received some 
smaller gifts, such as shrubs for the lot, 
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and books from the and 
Woman’s Clubs. 

Sheboygan. Miss Husenewitter, who has 
been employed at the Racine public library 
for the past year has resigned to become the 
children’s librarian in the Sheboygan public 
library. 

Stevens Point. A musicale was recently 
held for the benefit of the music alcove of 
the library. 

Wausau. Miss Sarah O’Brien has been 
elected as assistant on the staff of the local 
library in place of Miss Halle Haskin, who 
is to have charge of the high school li- 
brary. 


Shakespeare 





